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Yatandou lives in a Mali village with her family and neighbors. And though she is only eight years

old and would much rather play with her pet goat, she must sit with the women and pound millet

kernels. To grind enough millet for one day's food, the women must pound the kernels with their

pounding sticks for three hours. It is hard work, especially when one is eight years old. But as they

work, the women dream of a machine that can grind the millet and free them from their pounding

sticks. But the machine will only come when the women have raised enough money to buy it.

Yatandou must help raise the money, even if it means parting with something she holds dear.

Through the eyes and voice of a young girl, award-winning author Gloria Whelan brings to life one

village's dream of a better future. Atmospheric paintings from artist Peter Sylvada capture the

landscape and spirit of this inspiring story of sacrifice and hope.To find recipes, games, interactives

maps and much more for this title visit www.discovertheworldbooks.com!

Lexile Measure: 680L (What's this?)

Hardcover: 32 pages

Publisher: Sleeping Bear Press; 1st Printing edition (August 22, 2007)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1585362115

ISBN-13: 978-1585362110

Product Dimensions:  11 x 1 x 9 inches

Shipping Weight: 1 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:  5.0 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (4 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #802,475 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #191 inÂ Books > Children's Books

> Geography & Cultures > Explore the World > Middle East   #355 inÂ Books > Children's Books >

Geography & Cultures > Explore the World > Africa   #1553 inÂ Books > Children's Books >

Growing Up & Facts of Life > Family Life > Multigenerational

Age Range: 6 - 9 years

Grade Level: 1 - 4

Award-winning author Gloria Whelan presents Yatandou, a story set in a village in the African nation

of Mali. Eight-year-old Yatandou must sit with the women in her village and pound millet kernels for

their food, a task that takes three hours a day! The women dream of a machine that can grind the



millet and free them from their pounding sticks, but such a machine will cost money. Yatandou must

help raise the money, a sacrifice she makes by parting with Sunjata, the goat she has raised.

Gradually, the people of the village learn reading and writing as well. "I have learned to write my

name. I take my pencil and spell out YATANDOU on my pounding stick. When I have a little girl I

will show the stick to her. I will tell her how I raised Sunjata and sold him and how that helped bring

the contraption to our village. She will show the pounding stick to her daughter, who will never have

to use it." Highly recommended.

Beautiful artwork and a wonderful story about how technology can make life easier for the women in

many developing countries.

Excellent product. Easy transaction.
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